Lyme disease
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Transmitted by the deer tick, the most common visible signs of Lyme disease infection are recurrent arthritis and lameness, sometimes accompanied by loss of appetite and depression. Dog owners should be aware of these additional signs: reluctance to move or a stiff, painful gait; joints that are swollen and warm to the touch; pain in the legs or throughout the body; fever; fatigue; and swollen lymph nodes. Lyme disease signs may come and go, vary in intensity from mild to severe, and mimic a number of other conditions. Renal failure may occur in severe cases. In many dogs, the signs are not apparent or may not appear for several months after infection. Lyme disease has been found throughout the United States.

Canine Ehrlichiosis 

Canine ehrlichiosis is commonly transmitted by the brown dog tick and can be found throughout the United States. Dogs experiencing the acute phase may demonstrate symptoms that include fever, discharge from eyes and nose, lack of appetite, depression, weight loss and swollen lymph glands. The sub clinical phase can last for years, and dogs may never show any obvious symptoms. The chronic phase can be either mild or severe. When mild, the disease appears to mimic a vague illness and dogs may show signs of weight loss. When severe, signs include eye disease, spontaneous nosebleeds, retinal bleeding and swelling of limbs. Severe cases that go undiagnosed and untreated can end in death.

Canine Anaplasmosis 

Sometimes referred to as dog fever, canine anaplasmosis is transmitted by the deer tick—the same tick that transmits Lyme disease. Canine anaplasmosis symptoms are often arthritis-like with multiple painful joints. Some canine anaplasmosis-infected dogs run a high fever, accompanied by lethargy, loss of appetite, vomiting and diarrhea. Neurological signs, while infrequent, may result in seizures and neck pain. Anaplasmosis cases can be found throughout the United States.

Testing
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The possible range of symptoms brought on by Lyme disease and other tick-borne diseases makes annual testing a vital part of a dog’s annual veterinary exam. An in-clinic test, 4DX Heartworm/Lyme test, is available so dog owners can learn if their pets have contracted a tick-borne disease, such as Lyme disease, canine ehrlichiosis and or Heartworm Disease, prior to leaving the clinic. Other tick-borne disease tests are available through your veterinarian that may take up to weeks to obtain the results. 
Prevention

There are number of ways to protect your dog. FRONTLINE PLUS is a fast acting, long lasting flea & tick control. PREVENTIC Tick Collars are also another way to protect your dog. Vaccinating your dog against Lyme disease is another.
You should check dogs for ticks daily, especially during the spring, summer and fall months. Simply brush their fingers through the dogs’ hair, applying enough pressure to feel any little bumps. If a small lump is felt, pull the hair apart to identify the object. An embedded tick will vary in size, ranging from a pinhead to a grape. They are usually black or a dark brown. As the tick engorges, or fills with blood, their color turns a light green or tan. Depending upon the size and location of the tick, its legs are also sometimes visible. Ticks embedded for 24–48 hours can spread infections. Place a tweezers or your finger nail at the skin’s surface, gasp the tick and give a quick jerk to pull the tick out. Never apply Vaseline, lotion etc. for the tick to “back out”. By doing this, the tick becomes stressed and releases toxins, which can lead to disease transmission. 
